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Leographies
Coand studies of eminent writers—men and women—now
under my hand, | have been poodecing on cortain phases
and conditions of the literary life. How far Is an authec's
- work and sucoess affected by fimancial circumstances at the
outset of a carver, ot by early experiences in youth, by
the character of parents and their encouragement, or other-

wise, of budding talent 7 On the whole, 1 should say that

an uncoeigirnial home and parental ropeession are a more
serious handicap than lack of mwaps.

One shining example of an author—foctunately still
wilth us—who has oisen Lo the heights from small beginnings,
forms the sabject of an industrious chromicle watitled
“Bannie." The Story of a Genls, By |. A, Hammenon,
With fortyv-one [Dustrations (Sampson Low ; 165). Mr,
Hammwerton, who is also the author of * Barncland : A
Thrums Pligrimage,™ Lesides appreciations of Stevenson and
Meredith, has evidently devoted to his task an enormous re-
scarch and meticulous
attention to detail. The
rosult b extromely m-
teresting, and, to the
perfect Barrieate, the
length of the book
will be no bar. Lean-
ing on a dictam of
Amold Bennett that
biographies of the
hving are generally too
full of sentiment and
adulaticn, Mr.
Hammerton has  Jo-
liberately refrained
from coasulting Sir
James himself, 1
offer Lhis new work
of mine,” he writes,
*“a% an unauthorised
biography . . . it is
published without his
knowledge or con-
sent,”  The author's
motive was 1o preserve
impartiality and a free
hand iIn colicism, but
1 do not notice sny
strictures which per-
sonal contact with his
hero might have pres
vented ; in fact, the
book cxhales a spiril
of admiration, Person-
ally, 1 should have
thought it advisable
{o go to the fountain.
head while the fountain
15 slill plaving, |

FROM A DANISH ARTIST'S LONDON EXHIBITION: " THE
MINT CATE, FREDERIKSBORC CASTLE, DENMARK"™ BY
SVEND HAMNERSHOI--ONE OF HIS FINE ARCHITECTURAL
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(ieorge Meredith wait twenty vears for his autharitative
Liography. Dut the fault was his own; when he did
Lord Marley and Meredith’s other executoss approached
Sir James Barrie . . . but Sir James refused, because he
knew that Megedith was violently cpposed to the idea of
anvone writing his life. He wanted 10 be knona through
his work alooe. The result he did not foresee was that
mens woulkl insist an having knowledge about him ; that
false ramours would be a deforming mirroe." The samo
thing has happened with several otber eminent Vietorians,
and there are =4l some—Matthew Arneld, for instance—
to be rescued oMelally from their own misguided self-
obscuration.

To tum from Barrie (o Moeredith is to experience o
streag contrast of mental atmosphere, for we read of
Meredsth : “ A vast Impatience shows itsell in meraless-
ness among the most intimate relatwons of life. .. . The
ardemt lover was nol an casy persoa 1o live with,”™ There
are pecorded “cuts of sarcasm at his wife and even at
hes chiklren, * For
his father," we read,
" he never cared much,
and even to his old age
there was no softening
of his judgment.,"” At
fourteen, * he did not
trust his father ; he was
not satished with what
was being done for
him." Learning that
he was a ward in
Chancervy and that
money of his own was
avaslable for his odu-
cation, he armanged
himself to go to school
in Germany, Referming
to the autoblographical
clement in several of
the novels — (eg.,

" Evan Harmrington,"
* Harry Richmoad,"
and “"Richard

Feverel ") — Mr, Sen-
court remarks that
" the desperate tension
of Meredith's princely
genlus and his narrow
circumstances fecced
him intocreative action
in direct reference to
his own lfe,” The
blographer has painted
a vivid portrait (oot

should have dene so
myself In the only
btography that [ evers
perpetrated, | but  for
the unfoctunate  fact
that the fountain had
dried wp.

Having several other
boocis Lo notice, 1 muslt
be bLoef about them
allL  But 1 casnaot
resist ang little extrace
about Sir James
Barrie's first job as a
journalist, in Notting-

ham, where be was leader-woiter on a lecal paper.
proprictoes,'” we rvad, ** were mindful of the souls of * the
comps,” Dot recked Ltthe about those of the ' liter’y gents)' as
Hibbert adds some delectable detalls of * Penny,' the
(areman compositor, who was lkdt to get the paper out
as best he could. He divided ocopy into two- classes :
(1) 'nocs,' the importance of which bo judged by the
relative neamess of s place of ongin; {2) *tripe,' which
embraced all literary matter, such as leaders, reviews, and
special articles—ndeed, cvervthing the new arrival from
Scotland hid agreed Lo supply.”

PAINTINGS., (SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 684

On page 654 of this number Mr. P, G, Konzdy, the well-known art
crithe, discusses the work ef Mr, Svesd Hammershod, the dutinguished
Dazish painter, whose exhibiticn was recently cpened, for a week,
2t the Royal I=stitute of British Architects, 9, Condult Streel, under
the suspices of tha Asglo-Damih Soclety. The sobjects of his paint-
ings are o} Ruildings in Denmack and In this country, notably at
Oxford and Wells Cathedral, and his treatment of srchitecture (s
marked by acceracy of detall subcedinated to tonsl effect, Mr, Svend
Hammersholi must not be confused with bis brotder, Mr. Vilhelm
Hammaenhol, 8 famous painter of (nterices, who exhibited same yvesrs
a0 41 the Galdhall and is represanted at the Tate Gallery. N Svend
Mammershol's recent exhibition alse incloded pottery and sliverware
executed frem his desigra, by Mr. Heemas A Kahler and Mr, Holger
Krater respactively,

" The omitting the warls) of
cne wham he describes
being ** Lke the
beroers and heraines lie
croated, & GBfure ot
the” grand scake™

Meredith was ane of
several pgreat writers,
including also Coventry
Patmore and Francis

Sir James Barrie, though not bom, hke & Forsyte,
with a sliver spoon In s mouth, was exceedingly for.
tunate (n his parents. Of David Barric we read @ No
father was ever more resolved that his sons shoukl have
the best schooling, al no matter what sacrifice to himsell,
The parental thriftiness that enabled the oldest boy to go
to Aberideen University must bave bordered on the heroic.
A weaver's weekly ramings amounted them barely to one
pound. . . . Eighteen years later, when James went
to Edinburgh, matters were vesy dillezent @ the days of
scraping and viglant economy were past, though those
of plenty had sull to come.™

Mention of tho (act that Barrie was one of the peivileged
few who dincd with Meredith ca his cighticth birthday
beings me to “Tue Lire or Gronc: Mexppiri” By
Robert Esmonde Sencourt. With Coloured Fronlispicos
fromm 4 Miniature Tortrait.  (Chapman and Hall; 165).
Hegse we leam that It was Meredith who first
suggested to Bamie that be should try the writing
of plays.” “It is a curious anomaly,” Mr. Sencourt
obrserves, “that has made a wan of e stature of

Thompson, who re-
garded as their Egena
that fine poct and
cssayist commemor-
ated by ber daughter
in " Avtee Mevnree ™
A Memwir, By Yiola
Mevnell,  Nlustrated
{Jonathan Cape ; 155.),
It was her disceming
review of " The Amazing Marriage™ in the *' Wares of
Autalyeus * column of the old Pail Mall Gazelfe that first
drew Meredith’s attention to her work., Thelr correspand-
ence developed into close friendship, and, on Meredith's
part, sheer adoration,  His tribute to the beauty of Alce
Meynell's prose was eoough in iteell to establish a Nterary
reputation. 1 can fancy Matthew Amold," he savs,
“"Ephling on such ecszays . . . saving with relresbhment,
*She can write® , . . Imagine Carlyle bLstening, without
the weariful gesture, to his wife's reading of tho samo,
hearing them to the end, and giving his comment—* That
woman thinks® . . . She will some day ronk as one of the
great English women of Letters.™

OLD BUILDINGS

THE ART OF SVEND HAMMERSMOI: " RCSENBORG CASTLE,
COPENHAGEN" A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF HIS PXTURES OF

IN DENMARK AND ENGLAND, RECENTLY  1sm.
EXHIBITED IN LONDON,

lightfully in.

timate record of her, spiced with bumour and full of fresh
ghmpses, in Miters and olberwise, of many famous ¢on-
temporagies, enabies us to see inore decply into the beart
ol one who, even 10 her best [riends, was cccasicoally

somelbhing of an enigma. Alce Meynell grew up in a cca-
genial atmosphere, and, like her sister, Lady Butler, the
famous Lattle-painter, she found few obstacles to the growth
of her genius,  “ Their father taught the two little girls
all that he would have taught them bhad they been sans,
He was perhaps a stem taskmaster , , . " He possessod,
however, "' a fixed and ample income."

What a contrast betwoen tho sunshine of Alice Meynell's
vouth and married life and the black frost of penury and
cruel repression that blighted the young lives at Hawaorth
Parsomage, as told anew in " Cuaniorre Hxoxte": A
Psychological Study. By Rosamond Langbridge {Heine-
mann ; ¥, 61.). The Rev, Patrick Broaté's income may
have been fixed, but it was certainly not ample, and nome
of it was spent on making Lfe brighter foe little murds, He
was something more than a stern taskmaster—in fact,
this book portrays him as a domestic tyrant of the worst
type, “ the ugly product of a hideous religion."  Add\too,
the hardships and privatioes of schoal life at a feminine
counterpart of Dotheboys Hall. Al this, of course, bas
been discussed before, but the author approaches it from
a more candid and modern standpeint.  Her outspoken
book Is a toale antidote to Mrs. Gaskell's memolr,

Another famous waman writer, with * 3 heavy father ™
waorthy to stand beside Parson Broaté and ia some respects
even more bitterly uncompromising, is the subject of
“ANDROMEDA IN WimpoLE StREETYT™: The Romance of
Elzabeth Barrett Browning, By Dormer Creston (Thomton
Butterworth ; zos. 4d.). Here again we have 3 modemn
woman's attack on Victoman prejudics and convention,
but Miss Creston's motive bas beem rather to detach from
Mrs. Browning's Life the episode of courtship and clepement
as a seif.contained romantic story, This book sl is a
recasting of familiar materal. Edward Barrett & the
villain of the piece, and whal emerges most strkingly is
his extraordinary implaocabdility. Most fathers are rathes
pleased when thelr daughters marry, Not so Mr. Barrett,
who regarded any such proposal as an insult and & disgrace.
In conclusion, I will namoe several other books of
biographleal and Jiterary interest ta which 1 hope to retumn.
In the memoirs both of Meredith and Mrs. Meynell occurs
more than one link with the subject of “ Cannivar Nyws
MAN " : A Study. By J. Lewis May, with Partrait Frontis-
picce [Geoffery Bles; 1o0s. 6d)—as work of preat value
and distinction, One of America’s leading novelists has
dropped into autoblography to highly catertaining effect

in “A Boow Asour

Mvyserr,” By Theo-
dore Drreiser.  [Con-
stable ; 10s). Some

amusing reminiscences
about the author of
“The Apple Cant"™
Compose a slim velumt,
whsch T would willingly
see latter, called * Ap-
VENTURES WITH BER-
NARD Suaw.'" By Dan
Rider. ITlustrated
(Motby and Mitchell
Keanerley ;. 2s. 6d.).
All the authors men-
tioned in this article
—except Mr. Dretser—
figure in " A Lrrexaxy
HisTORY OF ExcLAND,"
Dy Bemard Groun,
Senior English Master
al Clifton College
(Longmans Green
8. 6d), The book
seems to me very well
done.

A new ipstadment
ol a kindeed wark on
a special broanch of
English literature,
treated on a larger
scale, 15 “Tur Histony
oy TRE ENGLISH
Nover.," The Later
Romancrs and  the
Establshment of Real-
By Emest A,
Baker. {Witherby,
164.), This is the third
volume of a scholarly wark, to Lo followed apparently by
several others,  Finally, 1 would add a word of welcone
and commendation o an interesting new venture in the
publication, at a popitlar price, of standard works still in
copyright, This 15 a new scries called * Nash's Famous
Modern Dooks,"” issued in decorative paper covers and
printed in Jarge, chear type oa good paper.  The o
number s ** Tug Lare oF tie Bex,” By Maurice Macter-
linck (Eveleigh Nash and Geayson § 15}, Others annownced
are " Bruier 1x Gon By Bishop Goee; * Human Ex-
PERIENCE."” By Viscount Haldane ; ** Tux Licur or Asza
By Sir BEdwin Arnoll. Such a serics will be a great ai
lo the movement lor adult education. C. E. 1L
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ever construct such a hall, because there is probably
not enough mooey in it compared with the return to
be got from investing the same amount of capital
in a theatre or a cinema. Our only hope is in some
institution such as the B.B.C., which certainly ought
to have a concert-hall of its own. + The B.B.C. could
afford to build a firstclass concert-hall of the kind
I have described, becauss it would not ouly be a per-
manont asset and save them large sums of money which
are spent at present in renting halls, but also because
it would be of great social service to the community,
This is a factor which the ordinary business concert
sgent and impresario cannot take into account,
uonless, of course, he happens to be both very rich and
very public-spirited. But as the BB.C is a semi-
Governmental iostitution, and exists not to make
profits merely out of the license fees it receives, but
to provide a socially beneficent service, the gquestion
of building a suitable concert-hall for the public, a
concert-hall which can offer a large number of low-
priced seats, is extremely important and will bave to
be seriously considered.

In the meantime, an at is being made to
reach this *new pablic by another method. Mrs,
Courtauld and Dr. Malcolm Sargent are giving a
series of six orchestral concerts beginning on Oct, 22
next, and for these concerts they have made special
arrangements. They state in their memorandum ;
“The organisers have a particular object in view-
that is, to stimulate interest in all music, and to
obtain a wider and more stable concert auwdience
drawn from lovers of music who for various reasons
have been unable to subscribe regularly to concerts
and who may have had to confine themselves in a
great measure to mechanical music. With this object
a Concert Club has beea formed, to which employees’
clubs connected with the big business establishments,
students’, teachers’, and other social organisations,
elc., are invited to subscribe for blocks of seats at con-
siderably below the usual Queen's Hall prices, Tickets
At these reduced rates will be confined strictly to the

use of members of such organisations. These tickels
can be sold only in the series ol six, not singly, but
are transferable to members of the same organisations.
They can be purchased at these reduced rates only
through professiosal or business organisations, musical
societies, clubs, etc. Members of such organisations
who wish to avail themselves of this oppurtusity
can purchase tickets only through an accredited
representative of their organisation, who must apply
to the Secretary, 20, Portman Square,”

The reductions in price are as follows : 15 6d. (that
is, ga. for the six concerts) for seats usually sold at
28, 4d. ; 2s. 6d. (that is, 158, for the six concerts) for
scats usually sold at 3s. ; 38 6d. (that is, 21s. for the
six concerts) for seats usually sold at s ¢d.; ss
(that is, 30s. for the six concerts) for seats usually
sold at 8s, 6d, It will be seen that the reductions
are considerable, and, of course, at these prices the
concerts must inevitably show a loss, which the
promoters are prepared to bear in the hope of build-
ing up a large membership of the mew concert club.

If the membership were lanve cooueh. it would
be possible to give each concert in duplicate. This
would make such a reduction in the overhead charges,
in advertising, rehearsing, etc., that it would be
possible for the enterprise to become self-supporting.
The scheme has been well thought out, and it has
every prospect of proving Dbrlliantly successful.
Already, 1 am informed, there have been applications
for over two-thirds of the seats awvailable, the os
and 158 series having been over-applied for, This
latter fact is a further proof, incidentally, of my con-
tention that there arc mever enough cheap seats for
the public demand at good orchestral concerts,

New works, both foreign and English, are to be
performed. Foreign conductors of great eminence,
such as Bruno Walter and Otto Klemperer, have
been engaged, and the first coomcert will open the
series brilliantly with Mr. Artur Schoabel as the
pianist in Beethoven's G major and Brahms's
D minor concertes. W. J. Turnes,
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A DANISH PAINTER OF ARCHITECTURE
- {See Fllsatrations on Page g6
DANISH art has so far been almost a closed book
to English students. The one name that has a
familiar ring in English ears is that of Vilbelm Ham.
mershoi, thanks to that artist's Exhibition, some few
years ago, at the Guildhall, and the acquisition of
one of his paintings by the Tate Gallery. There is
& peculiar fascination about those quiet, grey,
intimate interiors by Vilhelm Hammershoi, that rival
the achievements of a Vermeer, a Terborch, or a
Pieter de Hoogh.

The qualities that distinguish Vilhelm Hammershoi's
art—""the subtle and poetic sensing of the mood of
the scene and hour,” are found in the paintings of
another Danish artist, who is at the present moment
holding an exhibition at the galleries of the Royal
Institute of British Architects, and this artist happens
to be a brother of Vilhelm Hammershoi.

The locality of this exceptionally interesting ex-
hibition indicates that Mr. Svend Hammershoi is
mainly concerned with architectural ssbjects. e has
found his molifs amoog the Oxford colleges, and the
castles and churches and old buildings of his native
Denmark. The spirit of his art is closely akin to that
of his brother’s ; his handling has more breadth and
less “neatness ” ; and, like his brother, he is mainly
concerned with the spirit and mood of the scene
depicted. His pictures convey that feeling of intimacy
which only results from the artist's complete sym-
pathy with, and absorption inm, his subject. Archi.
tecture is to him not dead stone, but a living thing.
He does not slur over architectural details, but they
interest him far less than the romantic associations
of these venerable buildings, and the relations of
these buildings to the trees by which they are at
times partly screened. Unity of effect is his chief
aim, and a gencral mellowness of tone his chief means
for achieving his alm. Mr. Svend Hammershoi has
also achieved distinction as a designer of ceramics
and silverware, P, G, Konopy.
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